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Kinesthetic Assessment:  Grammar Example
“Make a Sentence”
This formative assessment can be used to determine if students can construct a sentence, identify parts of speech and add correct punctuation.  
The teacher can listen to student conversations as they collaborate to form their sentence and ask students to explain why they lined up in a certain manner or why they exhibited a certain movement, right or wrong.  

1. The teacher must first construct some sentences and write each separate word and punctuation mark on an index card.  The complexity of the sentences will be determined by the age and prior knowledge of the students.  The teacher might begin with simple sentences and later move to sentences with more complexity, such as those having multiple phrases or clauses.
2. A group of students is given a stack of index cards containing the words and punctuation needed to complete a sentence or question.  They must work collaboratively to form the sentence and organize themselves in a line so that the sentence can be read from left to right.  
3. Each student will read the word on the card or make sound effects for the punctuation (a pop for a period, a swish pop for a question mark, etc.).  
Extension:  The teacher may extend the activity by having the subject of the sentence stand on tiptoe and the verb can jump up and down (action verb) or sit on the floor (being verb). Prepositional phrases can link their arms; adjectives and adverbs can put their hands on the shoulders of the person holding the word they modify.  The teacher can adjust the movements or length and complexity of the sentences.
