Kinesthetic Assessment:  Instrumental Music 
In the process of teaching a piece of music, the instructor can assess student understanding and performance using the break-down technique.  For example, in listening to the entire band or orchestra play a selection, the instructor hears some incorrect notes being played.  
He/she may ask one instrument section at a time to play the piece note-by-note to determine if each note is being played correctly.  This type of formative assessment will allow the director to quickly spot where the mistake is originating and to target a specific instrumental group for instruction.  For example, if the mistake is only occurring in the flute section, the director might check the fingering of each student in that section and make corrections as needed.  This targeted formative assessment is more productive than making the entire ensemble play the piece over and over.
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