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Everyday Collaborative 
Activities for Middle School 
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Developing the social emotional skills with students 

requires students being in social emotional situations.

Incorporating collaborative activities that last from 3 min 
to the class period can be implemented in all content areas. 

Building relationships between student peers and teacher to 
students requires conversation…speaking and LISTENING.





The first piece of the Collaboration Kit that was developed was 
the 28 Techniques for Collaboration Cards for use in all 

classrooms and at all grade levels.

They include online suggestions and additional sites for 
resources to support collaboration in the classroom.
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Random Groups
What happens when you try to randomly count off students 

to be placed into groups?



Student Sorting Sticks



What if this happens?



The number of each stick so 
replacement of missing 
stick will be easy.

Two Teams-
Use Numbers

3 Groups – Use the 
COLOR of the shape

Partners – Match the 
Alphabet Letter

7 Groups – Use the 
Sports Icon

4 Groups – Use 
the Top Color

6 Groups – Use 
the SHAPES

5 Groups – Use the 
Transportation Icons



Stacking the 
Sticks

Dividing the Class of 
25 students into 5 
groups. (5 students 
in each group)



Sorting….another option

2 TEAMS

Stack the Deck...3 groups…etc.



Each person take one Sorting Stick.

Choose One Topic Starter From Below:
If you could be a superhero, what super powers would you choose and why?

I like to collect…….

If you had an unexpected free day, what would you like to do?

What demonstrates respect?

Find your matching ALPHABET LETTER 
to find your partner.
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Each person gets a few index cards.

The Reporter gets a piece of paper.

Quietly each person will write “their story” 
that they see in the photo. 

(Bullet point ideas are fine.)

Once the group has finished individually, 
they will work together to combine ideas 

for a “team story”.



Illinois State Board of EducationWhole Child    l  Whole School    l  Whole Community 



Illinois State Board of EducationWhole Child    l  Whole School    l  Whole Community Whole Child    l  Whole School    l  Whole Community 



Match Numbers or text….sometimes “text” 
is better than numbers even for MATH
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After the TIME KEEPER 
calls time the CHECKER 
looks for duplicates and 
then counts the number of 
items. The REPORT then 
takes the paper and 
STANDS to show that the 
group is ready.
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Tools and Resources for
ELA

MATH
Science

Social Science
Social Emotional Learning

Technology
Fine Arts

http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/
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