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Colored Cups
This formative assessment technique quickly allows the teacher to gauge the understanding of the learners in his/her classroom.  
1. The teacher gives each student 3 cups; one red, one yellow and one green.  
2. As students work independently, they display the appropriate color of cup to indicate their understanding of the concept.  A green cup means “I am working OK and encountering no problems.”  A yellow cup means “I still have some questions because I can’t do some of the work.”  A red cup means “I am lost and I don’t know how to proceed.”  
3. The teacher can work individually with students displaying the red cups, or bring them together for small group instruction.  The same process can be used for the yellow cups, or a green cup could be paired with a yellow cup for peer tutoring.  This same process can be used with colored cards if cups are not available.
