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The History Behind the Tool 
 

     The Tri-State Collaborative (comprised of educational 

leaders from Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode 

Island and facilitated by Achieve) developed a criterion-

based rubric and review process to evaluate the quality 

of multi-day lessons and units intended to address the 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English 

Language Arts/Literacy.   EQuIP (Educators Evaluating 

Quality Instruction Products), an initiative of the 

American Diploma Project (ADP) Network, has built on 

the original rubric. 

 

Content contained is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License 



Purpose 
 

• The primary purpose of the rubric is to provide specific 

guidance for identifying high quality instructional 

materials aligned to the Common Core State 

Standards.  It is to be used for multi-day lessons or 

units.   

• This rubric can offer assistance for teachers and 

administrators in Illinois as they transition to full 

implementation of the CCSS. 
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Organization of the Rubric 
The rubric is divided into four dimensions:  

Dimension #1  

 Alignment to the Rigors of CCSS 

Dimension #2 

 Key Areas of Focus in the CCSS 

Dimension #3 

 Instructional Supports 

Dimension #4 

 Assessment 

 

Within these dimensions are characteristics that define an exemplary 

lesson/unit. Dimensions are defined in additional detail under  

each of their headings. 
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 The EQuIP Rubric 

 is designed to evaluate:  
 

 

 

• Lessons that include instructional activities and 

assessments aligned to CCSS, extending over a few 

class periods or days. 

 

• Units that include integrated and focused lessons aligned 

to CCSS extending over a longer period of time. 
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 The EQUiP Rubric 
  
  

 

 The rubric is NOT designed  

      to evaluate a single task or activity. 
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EQuIP Rubric 

1. Use the front of the rubric 

as a guide for lesson 

plan/unit alignment with 

the ELA CCSS. 

2. It is NOT recommended 

that the rating scale at the 

bottom of the rubric be 

used for classroom use or 

teaching evaluation 
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EQuIP Rubric 

Educational organizations may use 

the backside of the rubric to 

determine the quality and alignment 

of lessons and units to: 

1. Identify exemplars/models for 

teachers’ use within and across 

states; 

2. Provide constructive criteria-

based feedback to developers,  

3. Review existing instructional 

materials to determine what 

revisions are needed. 
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How States May Use The 

Rubric 
• As a tool to guide the development of lessons and 

units;  

• As a tool to evaluate existing lessons and units to 

identify improvements needed to align with the CCSS; 

• As a tool to build the capacity of teachers to gain a 

deeper understanding of the CCSS; and 

• As a tool to inform vendors of criteria that will be 

applied in the evaluation of proposals and final 

products. 
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How a Distrtict/School Should Use 

the EQuIP Rubric 

• As a tool to guide the development of lessons 

and units. 

 

• As a tool to build the capacity of teachers to gain 

a deeper understanding of the CCSS. 
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Resources 

 

 

To download the rubric, please visit 

www.achieve.org/EQuIP 
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