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The History Behind the Tool

The Tri-State Collaborative (comprised of educational
leaders from Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode
Island and facilitated by Achieve) developed a criterion-
based rubric and review process to evaluate the quality
of multi-day lessons and units intended to address the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English
Language Arts/Literacy. EQuIP (Educators Evaluating
Quality Instruction Products), an initiative of the
American Diploma Project (ADP) Network, has built on
the original rubric.
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Purpose *.aj:‘ﬂ/\

« The primary purpose of the rubric is to provide specific
guidance for identifying high guality instructional
materials aligned to the Common Core State

Standards. It is to be used for multi-day lessons or
units.

 This rubric can offer assistance for teachers and
administrators in lllinois as they transition to full
Implementation of the CCSS.

Content contained is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License



[llinois State Board of Education

equip

Grade:

FQuUIP Rubric for L essons & Units: ELAL iteracy (Grades 3-5 and ELA (Grades 6-12)

Literacy Lesson/Unit Title:

Crverall Rating:

)

I. lignm ent to the Depth of the CC5S

Il. Key Shifts in the CCS5

1L Instructional Supports

I¥. Assessment

o

The lessan/unit e ligns with the letter g nd
st gf the CCS5;

Targets a set of pAde-leve | coss
ELA/Literacy sEndards.

Includes ackarand explicit purpose
for instruction.

selects text[s] that measure within
the pade-level text complexity band
and ame of sufficient qualityand scope
far the stated purpose

[z 8., presents vocabulbry, syntas, text
structures, levek of
meaning,/purpase, and other

g ualitative chamcterstis simibrto
cesserade-level exemplrsin
Appendices & B B].

A it o fanger lessan s w'd:

o

Integrate mading, writing, spaaking
and listening 5o that students apphy
and synthesize adwancing literacy
skilk.

[Grades 35) Buid students’ comeant
knowledee and the ir undemtand ing of
readine and writine in soc @l studies,
the arts, st ence ortechnical subjects
throueh the coherent selection of
texts.

The lessan/unit o ddre sse s key shiftsin the 0055

o Reading Text Closely: Makes read ine text(s] ¢ ksely, examining
textial evidence, and discerning deep meaninga central focus of
imtruction.

o Teut-Based Evidence: Facilitates richand rigorous eviden:e- based
d&c wssions and writing about common texts through a seque nce of
specific, thoug ht-provoking, and text-dependent questions
[inc luding, whenapplicable, questioms about illustations, clars,
dagrams, audiofwidec, and med &).

o Wrting from Soumces: Routinely expects that students d @w
ayidence from texts to produce clearand coherent writing that
infarms, expl ims, or makes anamument in vanous written forms
[e B., notes, summanes, short mspomses, or formal essays).

o A@demic WYomabulary: Foo ses on build ing stude nts' acad e mic
wocabubry incontext throughout instroe tion.

A unit e fanger lesson shoold

o Increasing Tewt complesity: Focus students on ead ing @ progression
of complextexts dAwn fromthe gmde-level band. Povide text-
centered karnime that & sequenced, scaffolded and supported to
adwance stude mts towand inde p2ndent eading of complex texts at
the CCR Ewel.

o Building Disciplim@ ny knowladge: Prowide opportunities forstudents
to buik knowlkedes abouta topic orsubject through amablysis ofa
cohem nt selectionof stategically seq ue nced, d 6o ipline-s pec fic
texts.

o Balance of Teuts: withina colkction ofgrade-kwvel units a balance of
infarmationaland literary texts & included accom ine toeudelines in
the coss [p.s).

o Balance of Writing: Includea talance of ondemand and pmocess
writine (= 8., multipk d @fts and reviions owver time] and shaort,
focused research pmjects, incorpom@ting d gital texts where
approprate.

The lessan/unitisrespons e o wered stodentleaming needs:

o Cultivates student imerest and e neageme nt in read ing, writing and
speaking about texts.

o Addresses instructional expectationsand & easy to undersand and wse.

o Pmwides eff students with multipke opportunities to eneage withtext of
approprate complexity for the erade kevel; includesappropriate
scaffold ing so that students directly experience the complexity of the
text.

o Focses onchallenging sections of text(s) and eneases students ina
productiee strugeke through die ssion questions and othersupports that
buid toward inde pzndence .

o ImteErates appmpriagte supports in ead ing, writing, 1stenine and speakine
forstudents whoare ELL, hawve disabilities, or read well be lbwthe eade
leyel text band.

o Pmowidesextensiors and for more advanced text forstudents who mad well
abowe the erade kewel text band .

A it o fanger lessan sha o

o Include @ proemssionof learning whe e concepts and skills advance and
deepen owartime [mey e more o oolice We ocrass the yeor or severa!
wits].

o G=d @\l remowe supports, equinme students 1o demomst@te their
indepe ndent capacities [mey Se rmare opplicoble ooross the year or severa !
wits].

o Pmwide forauthentic learning, application of literacy skilk, student-
directed inquiry, amalysis, evaluation andfor mflection.

o Inteerate \@reeted instruction insuch areas as gemmarand conventiorns,
writine strategies, discussion ruks and all aspects of foundational mad ing
forgrades 35.

o InMdicate howstudents am accounmtable for independent reading based an
studentchoice and imerest to buid stamina, confidence and motwation
ey be more o gplicedble o cross the year o 52 veral onits).

o Use tec hnology and media to dee pen leaming and d mw attentionto
evidence and texts as appmpriate.

The lessansuit regolerly
o556 55 5 whe ther stodents
ore mesEring 5o de rds-
Do sed con tent o nd sils:

o Eliits dimct, obserrable
evidence of the deeme
to which a student can
independe mthy
demomst@te the major
tameted eade-leyel
Co55 standamds with
appropriate by complex
text[5].

o Assesses student
profic iency using
methods thatare
unbised and accessible
toall students.

o Includes aligned rubrics
orassessment guide lines
that prowide sufficient
guidance for interpreting
student performance.

Aunitar tonaer esson

Shawd:

O Usewaried modes of
gsiessment, includine a
rame of pre-, formative,
summethe and self-
g55e55ment measums.,

Ratng 3 2 1 0

Rating: 3 2 1 0

Rating 3 2 1 0

Rating: 3 2 1 0
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Organization of the Rubric

The rubric is divided into four dimensions:
Dimension #1

Alignment to the Rigors of CCSS
Dimension #2

Key Areas of Focus in the CCSS
Dimension #3

Instructional Supports
Dimension #4

Assessment

Within these dimensions are characteristics that define an exemplary
lesson/unit. Dimensions are defined in additional detail under

each of their headings.
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The EQUIP Rubric
IS designed to evaluate:

« Lessons that include instructional activities and
assessments aligned to CCSS, extending over a few
class periods or days.

« Units that include integrated and focused lessons aligned
to CCSS extending over a longer period of time.

g
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The EQUIP Rubric

The rubric is NOT designed
to evaluate a single task or activity.

A
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EQuIP Rubric
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EQuIP Rubric

Educational organizations may use
the backside of the rubric to
determine the quality and alignment Zicz=——===mamnmrmmmmmm e
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of lessons and units to: | TR L e esoun i
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3. Review existing instructional |

materials to determine what
revisions are needed.
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How States May Use The
Rubric

As a tool to guide the development of lessons and
units;

As a tool to evaluate existing lessons and units to
identify improvements needed to align with the CCSS;

As a tool to build the capacity of teachers to gain a
deeper understanding of the CCSS; and

As a tool to inform vendors of criteria that will be
applied in the evaluation of proposals and final
products.
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How a Distrtict/School Should Use
the EQuIP Rubric

« As atool to guide the development of lessons
and units.

« As a tool to build the capacity of teachers to gain
a deeper understanding of the CCSS.
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Resources

To download the rubric, please visit

www.achieve.org/EQuIP


http://www.achieve.org/EQuIP

