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The History Behind the Tool

The Tri-State Collaborative (comprised of educational
leaders from Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode
Island and facilitated by Achieve) developed a criterion-
based rubric and review process to evaluate the quality
of multi-day lessons and units intended to address the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English
Language Arts/Literacy. EQuIP (Educators Evaluating
Quality Instruction Products), an initiative of the
American Diploma Project (ADP) Network, has built on
the original rubric.
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Purpose *.aj:‘ﬂ/\

« The primary purpose of the rubric is to provide specific
guidance for identifying high guality instructional
materials aligned to the Common Core State

Standards. It is to be used for multi-day lessons or
units.

 This rubric can offer assistance for teachers and
administrators in lllinois as they transition to full
Implementation of the CCSS.
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EQuiP Rubric for Lessons & Units: EFAY Reracy Grades K2

]

Achieve

o

Cos5!

Targets aset of K-2 ELA/Litemcy CCS5 for
teaching and leaming.
Includesa clearand explic it purpose for
instruction.
selects quality text[s] that alien with the
requireme mts outlined in the sEndards, presants
characte rstics simiBrto 0055 k-2 exemplrs
[appendix B], and are of suffic ie mt scope forthe
stated purpose.
Prowides opportunities for students to prese
ideas and information though writing andfior
drawing and speaking experiences.

it o fonaer 'essan sho w'd.

Emphasize the explic it, systematic development of
foundatiomal literacy 5 Kk [concepts of print,
phanoloaical awareness, the alpabetic principle,
highfrequency sght words, and phonics).
Regulary include specific fluency-buiding
techniques supported by research fe.8., monitored
partner read ing, ¢ homl read ing, repeated read ings
with text, following along in the test when teacher
orother fluent eader is readine aloud, shart
timed practice thatis slightly chalk nging to the
reader].

Integm@te read ing, writing, speaking and [Etening
50 that stude msapply and synthesize advancing
lite racy skills.

Buil stude mts' conte mt knowledge insocial
studies, the ans, science ortechnical subjects
through a cobe mnt sequence of texts and series of
questiors that buid knowledge withina topic.

o Reading Te xt Close ly: Makes reading text(s)
close by [inclod ing read alouds) a central fo- s of

instruction and includes regularopportunities
forstudents toaskand amswer text-de pendea nt
questions.

o Text-Based Evidence: Facilimtes rich text-based

discussiors and writine throweh specific,
thought- prewoking questions about common
texts [inc lud ing read alouds and, whan
applicable, illustratioms, audic/yidecand other
med ).

o Acade mic Wocabulany: Focuses on explic itly

buildine students’ academic vocabulbry and
concepts of syn@x throughout istruction.

A unitarlonger fessan shoaod

o Gm@de-Leval Reading: Include a progression of
textsas students karn to read [e.g., add itional
phonic pattems are introd weed, inc masing
sentence kneth). Provides text-cente red
karning that 5 sequenced,scaffolded and
supported to advance students towand
inde pandent em@de-level mading.

o Babnceof Texts: Fol s instruction eqally on
literary and informational texts as stipubted in
the ©Cs5 (p.5] and indkated by istru tiomal
time [may be move opplice Be 0Cross @ yeer o
severgl onits].

o Balance of Writing: Include pominent and
varied writing opportunities for students that
babnce communicating thinkine and answering
questiors with self-expressionand explomtion.

o Cultivates student interest and engagement in eading, writine and speakine
about texts.

o Addmsses imtructiornal expectations and is easy to understand and use for
teac hers [gg., cleardirections, sample pmofic knt stude mt respomes, sections
that buid teacher understanding of the whys and how of the materal].

o Integrates tamgeted instruction in multiple areas suchas g mmarand syniax,
writing strategies, d 5o s5ion rules and aspec s of foundational mad ing.

o Prowides substantial materials to suppornt students who need more time and
gttention to ac hiewe automaticity with decoding, phonemic awareness, fluency
andforvocabulry acq uisition.

o Prowides el students [inc luding emergent and beginning maders] with extensive
opportunities to eneaee with erade-kvel texts and read alouds that are at high
kyvek of complkxity includ ing appropriate scaffold ing so that students directly
experience the complkexity of text.

o Focuses on sections of ric htext(s) [inclod ing read alouds) thet pesent the
peatest challamge ; prowides discussionguestions and athersupports to
promaote student engageme nt, understa nding and pmogess toward
independence,

o Integr@tes approprate, extemsive and easily impkmentad supports forstudents
whoare ELL, lave d abilities and for read or write belowerade kvl

o Prowides extemsions andfor mom advanced text forstudents who read or write
gbowe eade level.

A it er langer lessen shaod:

o Includea progression of karning where concepts, knowlkedge and skills advance
and deepe novertime [moy be more oppico Ae ocrass the yeor ar s€erel oits].

o Gradually e mowe supports, allowing students to demonstrate their independent

capacities [moy be more epplice He ecross the yeorar 5 v il onits].

o Prowide foravthe ntic karning, application of lite moy skills andfor stude mt-
dircted inguiry.

o Indicate how students are accountable for independent & neaged reading based
onstudent ¢ hoice and intemst to build sEmim, confidence and motivation
[y e move eppice We ocrass the yeer or sevenel onits] .

o Ise technolkeyand media todeepen karning and draw attention to evidence
and texts as appmprate.

Grade: Literacy Lesson/Unit Title: Owverall Rating:
L. alignm ent to the Depth of the CCS II. Key Shiits in the CC5% IIl. Instructional Supports IV, Assessment
The lessansunit e ligns with the (e tter o nd st of the The lesson Ain it eddre sse s key Sufis in the CO55: The le 5500, it 5 fe 5PN S ve 0 veried stoden tlearning needs ! The lessansunit regqoierly

& 552 55 5 whe ther stedents

o e develgping stenderds
bosed sills:

o Elicits dimct, obse eable
eyidence of the degmea to
whichastudentcan

inde pendently
demomst@te foundational
skilk and Ereeted Ede
kwve | lite@oy CC55 [2.8.,
reading, writing, speaking
and Istenine and for
Bngeee].

Assesses student

profic iency using me thods
thatare unbased and
gccessible toall students.
Inc ludes aligned rubrics ar
gssessment suidelines that
pmvide suffic ient guidance
forinterpreting studemnt
performance and

respond ing toa eas wherne
studemnts are not yet

me eting standarnds.

A it ar tanger e ssan shood
Use varied modes of
gssessment, includine a
ramge of pre-, formative,
summatie and seif-
353255Ment measums.

o

o

o

Rating: 3 2 1 0

Rating 3 2 1 0

Ratng 3 2 1 0

Rating: 3 2 1 0

@creative
commans

The EQNP rodyic i 5 derived from the Tri-5i0te Rudvic o nd the collebove i v de velogrent process ied by Me ssachiose i, e w Tork, ond Rhode (send o nd fociite ted by Achie ve.

This version gf the EQWP ridiric iscorrente 56 06 2413,
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Organization of the Rubric

The rubric is divided into four dimensions:
Dimension #1

Alignment to the Rigors of CCSS
Dimension #2

Key Areas of Focus in the CCSS
Dimension #3

Instructional Supports
Dimension #4

Assessment

Within these dimensions are characteristics that define an exemplary
lesson/unit. Dimensions are defined in additional detail under

each of their headings.
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The EQUIP Rubric
IS designed to evaluate:

« Lessons that include instructional activities and
assessments aligned to CCSS, extending over a few
class periods or days.

« Units that include integrated and focused lessons aligned
to CCSS extending over a longer period of time.

g
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The EQUIP Rubric

The rubric is NOT designed
to evaluate a single task or activity.

A
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EQuIP Rubric
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EQuIP Rubric

Educational organizations may use
the backside of the rubric to
determine the quality and alignment Zicz=——===mamnmrmmmmmm e
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3. Review existing instructional |

materials to determine what
revisions are needed.
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How States May Use The
Rubric

As a tool to guide the development of lessons and
units;

As a tool to evaluate existing lessons and units to
identify improvements needed to align with the CCSS;

As a tool to build the capacity of teachers to gain a
deeper understanding of the CCSS; and

As a tool to inform vendors of criteria that will be
applied in the evaluation of proposals and final
products.
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How a Distrtict/School Should Use
the EQuIP Rubric

« As atool to guide the development of lessons
and units.

« As a tool to build the capacity of teachers to gain
a deeper understanding of the CCSS.
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Resources

To download the rubric, please visit

www.achieve.org/EQuIP


http://www.achieve.org/EQuIP

