Recommendation #1A: Comprehension Strategies

Fix-Up Strategies: Monitoring Your Understanding

Teacher Preparation: 
1. Familiarize yourself with the text.
2. Mark the sections (sticky notes work well) where you will ‘think aloud’ to demonstrate how you monitor your own understanding.
3. Copy Fix-Up Strategy cards to use in modeling and in future independent practice for students.

Teacher Modeling:
Today we will learn how to how to use fix-up strategies to improve our reading comprehension. Self-monitoring and self-correcting are skills used by good readers. If you monitor your own reading, your understanding of what you read will improve. Sometimes when you read you come to roadblocks that stop you from going on. We’ll look for ways to remove those blocks or make detours that let you get back on track with your reading.

(Hold up the text) This is the text we will read.  It is about….
Begin brainstorming aloud what you already know about the topic.
Now I will read this whole text to you first and then I will read it explaining to you the parts I had difficulty with the first time I read through it.  Sometimes we read a text through the first time without thinking about what it means.  Maybe we are busy concentrating on saying the words correctly and getting to know the text and when we are done, we do not remember what we read.  That is not uncommon.  
If you experience this personally with some texts, explain which ones and why you may need to read it again to understand it. 

Options for Think Alouds:
Make sure you comment on each of these areas during think aloud time.  Students usually encounter at least one of these problems when they read.  If these are modeled multiple times and students have opportunities to put the strategies in play, they are more apt to use them independently.


· Before I read I need to think about what I already know about this topic and I need to remember why I am teaching it.  Do I need to find out something? Do I want to get an overall picture in my mind? Is it a story or am I looking for information?
· [image: ]I’m not sure what the word_______means – I can read to the end of the sentence and see if that helps. Now I can reread the paragraph. That may help.  I will put in the word….which I think it means.  Did that make sense? If not, I can ask someone or look for the meaning to help. I also could put a sticky note where the word is and find out later what it means.  There is a chance that I can read on and that not knowing the word will not keep me from understanding the text.  If the word is repeated multiple times, it is probably important and I need to find out the meaning.
· I don’t understand what this sentence means – I’m going to go back and read it slowly.  I may try reading to aloud to see if that helps.  Now I need to stop and think about what I have read.  Can I understand now?  I’ll mark this sentence with a sticky note.
· I do not understand this paragraph at all – I’ll reread it and read more slowly and maybe aloud to see if it helps.  Are there any visuals on the page that help it make more sense? Maybe when I read on, I’ll understand it.
· [image: ]I’ve lost my concentration.  I started thinking about something else.  I’ll need to go back and reread that page so I can see if I understand what it’s about. 

[image: Two People Icon at Vectorified.com | Collection of Two People Icon ...]	Keep in mind that the act of talking about the text can help students extrapolate meaning.  Some students 	may benefit from working with a peer.  Provide them pairs with a fix-up strategy card.  Tell them to read 	aloud the text alternating for each paragraph or sentence.  Each student can then choose a strategy for 	“fixing up” their comprehension when encountering difficult portions of the text.  This practice will help 	many students be able independently monitor their comprehension in the future.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Can a number of these “bookmarks” be made to fit on a page (bleeding out to the edges) for ease of cutting for teachers?
	Fix-Up Strategies

When I come to a roadblock I can….
[image: ]
· Reread
· Read ahead
· Read aloud
· Read more slowly
· Stop and think
· Predict
· Make connections to what I know
· Look at the visuals on the page
· Find out what a word means
· Ask myself questions
· Create a picture in my mind
· Draw while I read
· Walk or stand while I read
· Read aloud to a peer

Check the strategies you tried and place a star after the strategies that helped you understand the text.
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