Module 5: Improving Reading Comprehension

	Recommendations & Instructional PracticesComprehension Recommendations & Possible Solutions 
Mark any possible roadblock solutions boxes that may be beneficial to your school/classroom. 
   
 


	A Few Possible Roadblock Solutions

	#1: Teach students how to use reading comprehension strategies.

	· A. Teach students how to use several research-based reading comprehension strategies.
· B. Teach reading comprehension strategies individually or in combination.
· C. Teach reading comprehension strategies by using a gradual release of responsibility.
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]More professional learning that involves examples and feedback may be necessary for multiple strategy approaches

· Keep in mind that the purpose of teaching reading comprehension strategies is to teach students how to think when they are reading, which in itself will improve their ability to perform well on reading assessments as well as learn other skills.

· Small groups could be formed to provide targeted assistance to students offering them modeling, guided practice and feedback.

	#2: Teach students to identify and use the text’s organizational structure to comprehend, learn, and remember content.

	· A. Explain how to identify and connect the parts of narrative texts.
· B. Provide instruction on common structures of informational texts.
	· Make or identify book lists that are examples of specific text structures and provide students reminders of the value of recognizing text structure when they begin to read.

· Encourage students to ask about any texts whose structure they cannot figure out.

	#3: Guide students through focused, high-quality discussion on the meaning of text.

	· A. Structure the discussion to complement the text, the instructional purpose, and the readers’ ability and grade level.
· B. Develop discussion questions that require students to think deeply about text.
· C. Ask follow-up questions to encourage and facilitate discussion.
· D. Have students lead structured small-group discussions.
	· Provide a clear set of guidelines for discussing the text, including the structure of the discussion and the use of discussion guides.

· Model higher-order questions and responses to help students stay on point.

· Model a student’s behavior and techniques, and then gradually release this responsibility

· Teachers could collaborate with one another, taking turns preparing discussion questions and guides.

· Include discussion in the process of teaching other comprehension strategies.




	#4: Select texts purposefully to support comprehension development.

	· A. Teach reading comprehension with multiple genres of texts.
· B. Choose texts of high-quality with richness and depth of ideas and information.
· C. Choose texts with word recognition and comprehension difficulty appropriate for the students’ reading ability and the instructional activity.
· D. Use texts that support the purpose of instruction.
	· Use science and/or social science texts to teach reading comprehension in addition to literature.

· Provide different texts to different students depending on the student and on the teacher’s instructional needs

· Build a library of texts that reflect student and classroom needs.

	#5: Establish an engaging and motivating context in which to teach reading    comprehension.

	· A. Help students discover the purpose and benefits of reading.
· B. Create opportunities for students to see themselves as successful readers.
· C. Give students reading choices.
· D. Give students the opportunity to learn by collaborating with their peers.
	· Make sure that students understand the activity’s purpose and explain it again if they do not. Teachers should also be careful not to give up too much control all at once. For instance, the teacher should sit just outside the group to monitor it closely and intervene if students stray from the task. As the students learn to collaborate, teachers may reduce their monitoring. Finally, teachers can give one student in each group the responsibility for politely reminding everyone to stay on task.

· Consider providing additional motivational supports for students who are not engaged in reading, such as developing special projects involving reading. Teachers should offer positive feedback and should be mindful that aversion to reading may signal frustration, boredom, or possibly a learning disability. 

· Teachers might consider asking a colleague to observe their classroom and brainstorm about how to reach particularly disengaged students.

· Offer students a selection of books that match their level and ones they are interested in. Teachers can also create individual “browsing boxes,” which contain texts that are expected to be at an appropriate level for each student. 

	Notes/Next Steps:  
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