Recommendation #3B: Questioning

Questioning for Greater Comprehension
   A Needed Look at Close Reading
[image: Books with Question Mark | Flickr - Photo Sharing!]Close reading does not focus on issues like word recognition or decoding, or even on basic reading comprehension, only on high-level interpretations or analyses of text. Close reading only makes sense if texts have deeper meanings. If there are not deeper meanings requiring such text analysis, then close reading would have no value. That means close reading requires certain kinds of text complexity.

So, in order to teach close reading, we need to choose our texts carefully and design a variety of lessons aimed at creating close readers through well-designed questions. 

Teachers will need to briefly introduce a story or text. Sufficient introductions for a first reading may include: “We are going to read a story. We’ll read it to find out what the main character, Goldilocks, does and what happens to her.” 

The questions that are asked during each reading are extremely important because they should encourage a deep consideration of the text. These questions should also be “text dependent.” This means that students should not be able to answer them correctly if they have not read the text. If the questions are truly text dependent, then students’ responses can easily be explained or supported with “evidence” drawn from the text.

Not every text deserves a close read. Sometimes it’s okay to be interested only in the story—considerations of craft and structure and deeper implications are beside the point. 
Classroom reads don’t always have to emphasize close reading; the key is to incorporate close reading into your instruction, not use it exclusively. 

No one knows how many teacher-led close reads are ideal but be cautious about overdoing it.  One or two close reads every couple of weeks (some taking place over multiple days) would may be an acceptable dosage. The goal is making our students more thoughtful, independent readers.  When planning, consider the following:
· [image: ]The best time to present each question to students.
· Which questions should be asked when students first read the text?
· Which questions should be asked after a second or subsequent reading?

Examples of Questions Include:
First Reading: Determine what the text says. (Usually coordinates with standards 1-3)
What is the text about?
What is the central idea or main idea of the story?
What was _____ (character) like, and what did he/she do in the story?
Second Reading: Figure out how the text works. (Usually coordinates with standards 4-6)
What does _____ (a word from the text) mean in this context?
Who is telling this part of the story?
What is the author’s purpose for this section?
Third Reading: Analyze and compare the text. (Usually compares with standards 7-9)
What information do these illustrations add to the text? Or, how does this picture differ from what the author wrote?
Compare _____ (an aspect of the text, such as character or main idea) with the same aspect in another text by the same author. (Readers can also examine texts on the same topic or from the same genre.)
What reasons does the author give to support _____ (one of the ideas)?
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