
 

 

 

 

Classroom Collaboration Kit 

Intended Audience: Teachers, Administrators, Coaches, Professional Development Coordinators 

Description: 

The collaboration kit includes tools to assist the classroom teacher in establishing a cooperative environment 
within the classroom. The kit includes four simple tools compatible in any grade level and any content area. 
They are described in more detail in the materials section below. 

Outcomes as a result of Classroom Collaboration: 

 Creating a collaborative classroom environment helps student’s master communication and teamwork skills 
needed in every college and career pathway. 

 Collaboration increases practice of social and emotional learning standards. 
 Allows students to cite evidence, defend a point of view, and have rich math conversations. 
 Collaboration is woven throughout Illinois Learning Standards in ELA, Math, Science and Social Studies. 
 Supports the Danielson Framework domains, directly in domain 3. 

Materials Included in the Kit: 

A. Collaboration Technique Cards 
1. This book is a compilation of collaborative techniques used in the classroom. With minor 

adjustments each one can be used with kindergarten through high school. Each example includes 
the guidance and structure for the conversation being held in the classroom. All of the cards list 
supplies needed and explain the background needed necessary to complete the collaboration. 

B. Student Sorting Sticks 
1. Randomizing sorting of students for collaboration will set a standard in the classroom that all 

students will work with every student during class time. These sticks will allow teachers to sort 
students in 7 different ways, based on how the teacher presets the sticks before the students select 
them. (The sticks come with instructions on how to do this.) 

C. Role Identifier Cards 
1. One Master and One set of 7 Multi-color cards 
2. The students have roles or “jobs” within the collaborative groups that give them purpose and 

direction within the group. No one person is in charge and all members have an equal voice within 
the group. The cards give the teacher a way to start using this tool quickly. 

D. Collaborative Guide/Collegial Discussion Card 



1. These guides will assist teachers with planning and answer some questions that are often asked 
when starting this process. The collegial conversation side also includes some “sentence stems” to 
help teachers guide students to begin learning “how” to talk within a group. Building on how to 
construct an argument and how to disagree is something our students might now know how to form 
the proper sentences.  

 

Send questions and comments to: plscomments@gmail.com 

 

Resource Links: 

Website location for the Classroom Collaboration Kit Download  

http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/classroom-collaboration.html 

 

Return to Common Core Professional Learning Series Home Page 

 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License  

 

 

Illinois State Board of Education / Agency General Information 

100 N. 1st Street • Springfield, IL 62777 • 866/262-6663 • 217/782-4321 • Directions  

100 W. Randolph, Suite 14-300 • Chicago, IL 60601 • 312/814-2220 • Directions  

Contact Us | Accessibility | Site Map | Plug-ins Used | Disclaimer | Privacy Policy 

 

 

mailto:plscomments@gmail.com?subject=Level%202%20-%20Math%20Lesson%20Makeover
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/classroom-collaboration.html
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pls/default.htm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en_US
http://isbe.net/pdf/springfield.pdf
http://isbe.net/pdf/chicago.pdf
http://webprod1.isbe.net/contactisbe/
http://www.isbe.net/accessibility.htm
http://www.isbe.net/sitemap1.htm
http://www.isbe.net/download.html
http://www.isbe.net/disclaimer.html
http://www.isbe.net/privacy.htm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en_US
http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/

