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Please select ONE Social Science Kit and the 
Social Science Standards for your grade level 
from the table along the wall.



› We know how much new has been thrown at you 
recently!

› Our goal is to help make the Social Science transition as 
seamless as possible.

› Many of these things are simply shifts to emphasize 
things great teachers already do in their classrooms!



Quick Standards Refresher

Incorporating SS in the Classroom

Children’s Literature Activity

Resources 



› Standards are not forcing you to change the content

› Rather, they are asking you to change the way you think 
about students’ roles in social science classes 
– want students to take more active role in learning process
– asking questions, learning how to discover the answers, 

communicating their learning, and applying what they’ve 
learned by being active in their school, community, and beyond

› Inquiry goes hand in hand with content – they work 
together to shape future citizens who can think about 
and solve issues.



› Provide students the skills they need to be functional 
citizens 

› Students take ownership of learning to truly understand 
material
– Engage them in the curriculum

› Intensified focus on understanding the why things happened 
and the impact of those events
– Less focus on memorization of dates/names
– Focus on key skills and concepts



Standards are divided into two portions that work in tandem –
Inquiry Skills and Disciplinary Concepts 

The Inquiry Skills guide HOW students should learn about the 
Disciplinary Concepts

Inquiry skills are the method in which you accomplish your 
disciplinary concepts

– Divided into 3 main areas that mirror the dimensions of the C3 
Framework: 
› Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries 
› Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence 
› Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action

Disciplinary Concepts are divided into 4 categories: Civics, 
Geography, Economics, and History

– Do not focus on memorization of facts or dates but rather work towards an 
understanding of more complex concepts.

– Specific content should be determined locally and reflect the state mandates



These are the 
skills students 
should use...

The components of the 
inquiry skills, when used 
together, form an inquiry 
arc that should guide 
learning in the classroom. 

…to understand 
these concepts



Elementary Middle School High School
 based on themes and aligned to 

the disciplinary concepts.

 The themes are:
 Kindergarten: My Social World
 First Grade: Living, Learning, 

and Working Together
 Second Grade: Families, 

Neighborhoods, and 
Communities

 Third Grade: Communities 
Near and Far

 Fourth Grade: Our State, Our 
Nation

 Fifth Grade: Our Nation, Our 
World

 banded by levels of complexity 
rather than grade levels

 Ideally, by the end of eighth 
grade, students should have 
practiced and experienced the 
less, moderate, and more complex 
standards in preparation for high 
school

 organized around typical course 
structures: history, civics, 
geography, economics 
(psychology, sociology, and 
anthropology) 

 cross-curricular integration 
encouraged



Inquiry helps to weave 
together ELA strands.

ELA focuses on critical 
skills that strongly 
correlate with the 
Inquiry Skills portion 
of the Social Science 
Standards.

Science Practices (SEP)
Math Practice 

Standards 1 & 3 

 Goal 1 – Develop self-
awareness and self-
management skills to achieve 
school and life success.

 Goal 2 – Use social-awareness 
and interpersonal skills to 
establish and maintain positive 
relationships.

 Goal 3 – Demonstrate decision-
making skills and responsible 
behaviors in personal, school, 
and community contexts.



The top of each 
document lists possible 
connections that could 
occur depending on the 
tasks planned by the 

teacher.

Social Science Standard

Literacy standard(s) that 
directly connect to the 
Social Science Standard

SS & ELA Correlation 
Documents 
(grade specific)



› Look at what you’re already doing (reading 
series) and see where these standards fit (ex: 
units themed around stories in your ELA block

› Read Alouds
› SS.EC.1.K: Explain that choices are made because 

of scarcity (i.e. because we cannot have 
everything that we want). 

Incorporate the word scarcity into your discussion 
of the story

Encourage kids to continue using the word scarcity 
› Word wall? Other stories? Real-world situations? 

Take the standards for your grade level and 
highlight key words/themes – use that as a 
starting point to see where these topics fit 
with what you’re already doing in your 
classroom



For example, a 5th grade classroom with…
› 30 minute social studies block daily 

› access to a textbook about US History to support district-chosen 
curriculum

Now what??
1. Does your textbook align to the New Social Science Standards?  All of it? 

Parts of it?  

2. Are there parts of your ELA series that pairs well with different 
standards?

3. Find resources to fill the gaps.  



› Grade Specific

› Full Standards 
Included

› Address:
– Inquiry – Taking 

Informed Action
– Civics
– Geography
– Economics
– History



In your group: 

› Choose an inquiry skill book or a disciplinary concept 
book.  

Share out:

1. Which book did you choose?

2. Describe the book and what standard it connects to.

3. How this may fit in your current curriculum or what idea 
do you have to implement this book?

Sorting Sticks



First Grade Classroom in Hillsboro, IL
Shonda Ronen



What 
questions 
do you 
have 
about this 
picture?













Fourth Grade Classroom in Hillsboro, IL
Marcy Jorn and Shonda Ronen





“The students were intrigued by the fact that a bill starts as 
simply an idea. This inquiry was structured to be very open-
ended as students could choose to investigate how a bill 
becomes a law and then try to come up with an idea to drive 
change at the school, local or state level. This flexibility 
allowed students to distinguish the roles of the different 
officials. They quickly learned that some of their proposals 
didn't need to go to the Senator or Mayor but were more 
related to our own district and could be heard by the principal 
and superintendent/school board. Other proposals needed to 
be brought to the Mayor, Representative or Senator.”















› Illinois Social Science in Action website 
– http://www.ilsocialscienceinaction.org/ (is also linked from IL 

Classrooms in Action)

– Resources:
› Illinois Resources – all resources created by Content Specialists specifically 

aligned to the Illinois Social Science Standards
› Resource Website – external websites that may be helpful to support 

standards implementation in the classroom (many may be aligned to C3 
Framework)

http://www.ilsocialscienceinaction.org/


› Inquiry Graphics K-12
– Intention is to support 

teachers with the goal of 
engaging students in the 
inquiry process

– Statements include suggested 
steps for each stage of the 
inquiry process

– Select grade level from: 
http://www.ilsocialsciencein
action.org/illinois-
resources.html

http://www.ilsocialscienceinaction.org/illinois-resources.html


› Analyzing Source Packets
– K-2, 3-5, and 6-12
– By focusing on the documents, 

objects, photographs, and oral 
histories—students can get a 
glimpse into the past beyond 
what a textbook can provide.

– The purpose of this document is 
to provide teachers tools to 
assist students as they examine 
and analyze sources. 

http://www.ilsocialscienceinaction.org/uploads/4/0/7/1/40712613/final_k-2_source_set.pdf
http://www.ilsocialscienceinaction.org/uploads/4/0/7/1/40712613/final_3-5__source_set.pdf
http://www.ilsocialscienceinaction.org/uploads/4/0/7/1/40712613/final_6-12_source_set.pdf


› Children’s Literature Connections to the IL SS Standards
– One for each grade level, K-5 at 

http://www.ilsocialscienceinaction.org/illinois-resources.html
– This packet provides a list of potential children’s books that may 

assist teachers with connections to the Illinois Social Science 
Standards. 

– Included are the following:
› Grade Level Social Science Standards
› Books to assist with the Inquiry Standard of taking informed action.
› Books to assist with the Civics Standards
› Books to assist with the Geography Standards
› Books to assist with the Economics Standards
› Books to assist with the History Standards

– Of course, just reading a book does not teach a standard. 
However, they can be used to reinforce the learning standard 
by:
› introducing a lesson, unit or concept
› supplementing a lesson or unit
› providing additional information for specific topics/standards

http://www.ilsocialscienceinaction.org/illinois-resources.html


Websites Available:
 www.ilsocialscienceinaction.org
 Illinois Resources – all resources created by Content 

Specialists specifically aligned to the Illinois Social 
Science Standards

 Resource Website – external websites that may be 
helpful to support standards implementation in the 
classroom (many may be aligned to C3 Framework)

 www.ilclassroomsinaction.org
 Resources to support all content areas 

Contact the Content Specialists:

 Katie Elvidge kelvidge@isbe.net

 Kathi Rhodus krhodus@isbe.net

http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/
http://www.ilsocialscienceinaction.org/
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/
mailto:kelvidge@isbe.net
mailto:krhodus@isbe.net

	Making Time for Social Science: K-5
	Before we begin…
	Workshop Objectives
	A few reminders…
	What goals do we have for our students in the future?
	Components of Standards
	Slide Number 7
	Standards Format
	Cross-Curricular Inquiry
	Slide Number 10
	How can I possibly incorporate more content into my already busy day without a Social Science block?
	What if I have a Social Science block in my elementary classroom?	
	Children’s Literature Connections 
	Activity:  Divide into Grade Level Groups
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	4th Grade Classes in Beckemeyer Elementary
	Slide Number 24
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Classroom Inquiry Example
	Available Resources
	Illinois-Specific Resources
	Newly-Released Illinois-Specific Resources
	Newly-Released Illinois-Specific Resources
	Newly-Released Illinois-Specific Resources
	Tools and Resources for�ELA�MATH�Science�Social Science�Social Emotional Learning�Technology�Fine Arts

